Australia antigen in the diagnosis of longincubation-period hepatitis or of serum alphafoetoglobin in primary liver carcinoma. There is little reference to smooth-musclc antigen or antimitochondrial antibodies in the elucidation of cases of active chronic hepatitis or primary biliary cirrhosis. In a second edition, such deficiences will undoubtedly be remedied. However, in the light of present knowledge, this volume can be of only limited appeal, largely to clinical biochemists, and not to the general reader anxious to keep abreast of modern methods of diagnosing the patient with liver disease.
SHEILA SHERLOCK Electrodiagnosis and Electromyography edited by Sidney Licht MD 3rded ppxi+533 $14 New Haven, Conn.: Elizabeth Licht 1971 It is ten years since the last edition of this book was issued and during that time many electrodiagnostic techniques have been refined although there have been no fundamental innovations. In equipment, however, there has now been a complete switch from valve-driven to transistordriven apparatus, and it is a pity that the chapter on apparatus has not been completely rewritten with this in mind.
The bulk of the book is a straight reprint of the previous edition but there are four excellent new chapters covering the techniques and clinical applications of the subject. The layout requires much firmer editorial handling, for about one quarter of the clinical section is devoted to a detailed description of various nerve/muscle excitability tests which are now totally unused by most workers in the field. Furthermore, although all necessary information is in the book it is frequently dispersed through widely separated chapters, so that a beginner wishing to read about the techniques, say, of nerve conduction measurements would have to refer to parts of three different chapters, and the same would apply to strength-duration curves.
The illustrations are of inconsistent quality, varying from the excellent in Harriman's chapter on muscle histology to rather quaint linedrawings in other parts of the book.
Nevertheless, this book remains unique in the field and is the only one that can be unreservedly recommended for anyone interested in the subject regardless of his proficiency. In the next edition the chapters on histological muscle changes could well be supplemented by changes in the ultrastructure as revealed by electron microscopy. The publishers deserve congratulation on increasing the size of the book with only a $2 increase in price compared with ten years ago. This book of 559 pages of text contains 62 separate short chapters with no less than 59 authors involved. Not surprisingly, this method of handling a concrete subject in book form presents many disadvantages. Each paper is, in fact, a review of some aspect related to kidney structure, function or disease, and in many cases is very succinct and authoritative. With the limited space available for each contribution, it would be surprising if one could not find omissions in most sections. Obviously, such a book is not written for the expert in the field. This is a handbook for the trainee nephrologist or the physician with a special interest in nephrology and serves as a very useful introduction to the subject. The approach from the laboratory angle only emphasizes what in practice is an essential reality. The nephrologist without the full backing of modern laboratory technology cannot properly practise his trade, however important the bedside examination of the patient may be at times.
Inevitably, this type of 'seminar' book gives a rather disjointed impression. The photographic reproductions are generally of a good standard but the illustrations vary greatly from one contribution to another. There are many printing mistakes, particularly of mis-spelt words and the overall impression is of a rather hastily compiled book. If one takes a particular chapter, that on radioisotope scanning techniques in the diagnosis of renal disease (chapter 30), one must believe that this has not been critically assessed by anyone other than the authors. To write the entire chapter about rectilinear scanning or scintiphotography of the kidney, with no significant discussion in the text of the far simpler renography technique, gives an impression of a profound dissociation between the laboratory and the clinician. Not to mention the value of renography in the diagnosis of acute obstructive renal failure implies a surprising lack of balance in the relative values of different isotopic techniques.
One is left with the general impression that there are too many short sections, making it impossible for any one or one group of authors properly to cover the field. The chapter on hematological disturbances in renal disease is so perfunctory as to be misleading, certainly in the relative importance of anemia in different conditions. No doubt the very compression required to write this chapter in no more than 8 pages must be accepted as an excuse for writing that 'anemia is a conspicuous feature of the nephrotic syndrome'. This book really falls between two stools: it is neither sufficiently detailed to be of direct clinical value, nor are the laboratory techniques or the assessment of laboratory techniques sufficiently discussed to make it a valuable starting-point from the laboratory in the diagnosis and assessment of renal disease. Mere multiplicity of authors, including many well-known names, cannot be considered to justify a publication. Nevertheless, there is much useful information in this book, and many will want to have it on their shelves for reference purposes.
A M JOEKES
The Scientific Basis of Medicine Annual Reviews 1971 compiled by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation edited by Ian Gilliland MD FRCP and Jill Francis pp ix+397 illustrated £3-50 London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1971 The series of winter lectures on the Scientific Basis of Medicine, arranged by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation, is always greatly looked forward to by a wide audience of medical and nonmedical scientists. It is often impossible for those working in the provinces to attend all the lectures they wish to hear but this difficulty is largely overcome by the annual publication of the whole series, which provides the welcome opportunity to read any of the lectures one has missed as well as to refresh the memory of those one has heard. The lectures delivered during the winter of 1969-70 have just been published, and the volume fully maintains the very high standard set by its predecessors. A very wide range of interest and activity is covered by twenty-one speakers chosen from the leading Medical Research Council and university scientific workers of the day. The series opens with an excellent review of postgraduate medical education, its past and its future, by Dame Janet Vaughan; in the second lecture Dr Gordon Hamilton Fairley gives an exciting account of the work that he and others are doing on immunity to malignant disease in man; and subsequent lectures, by such speakers as Professor Malcolm Milne on the transport of amino acids and peptides, and Professor Oliver Wrong on the functions of the colon, and others on subjects ranging from glaucoma, the ageing eye and fluoridation to lympheedema and tolerance to opioid analgesics, maintain one's interest to the end. Dr Ian Gilliland has taken over the mantle of editor from Sir John McMichael and he is to be congratulated, as are all the lecturers, on a volume brimming full with splendidly presented accounts of many of the exciting and important advances in knowledge that are being achieved in medicine today.
A G W WHrTFIELD of this 'Recent Advances in HWmatology' must therefore cause some surprise; the volume, however, justifies itself by the excellence of its contents and symbolizes the rapid development of the subject. Heematology has traditionally been regarded as one of the sub-varieties of pathology and its recent attempts to emerge as a subject in its own right have been painful to watch. Those who still consider it to be exclusively a laboratory subject should note that 10 of the 13 authors are physicians. The megaloblastic anemias, iron metabolism, himolytic anemias, abnormal hmmoglobins, platelets and treatment of malignant blood diseases are dealt with at length, and less commonly discussed subjects such as the porphyrias, anamia in the tropics and automation are also included. The chapter on leukocyte groups is a little disappointing and some discussion of HLA typing in relation to platelet transfusion should have been included. The reviews on iron metabolism and the hemolytic and megaloblastic anmmias deserve special mention, for they are detailed, well-balanced, and emphasize those aspects of their subjects of particular interest at the present time.
This book can be strongly recommended to all postgraduates interested in blood diseases. M E J BEARD Practical Dermatology by I B Sneddon MB chBn FRCP and R E Church MA MD Bch FRCPEd 2nded ppvii+212 illustrated £175 London: EdwardArnold 1971 The first edition of 'Practical Dermatology' was published in 1964, and the work has evidently been much approved by its readers, for reprints have been required every two years and now a second edition is available. The book is said to have been written by adapting lectures given to undergraduates and general practitioners, and there is no doubt that most persons in these categories will find here much of the dermatological information they require, presented clearly,
